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ABSTRACT 



The Arkansas social studies standards reflect the integrated 
field of the social studies as well as the major concepts and skills of the 
primary disciplines within the social studies. Five strands and numerous 
content standards provide a broad conceptual framework that teachers can use 
to organize integrated social studies units for the lower grades or 
discipline-based curriculum in the higher grades. Student learning 
expectations define what students must demonstrate that they know and are 
able to do by the end of the grade cluster. The expectations are designed to 
be cumulative and build with complexity throughout the grade level groupings. 
Standards are intended to be broad and general so that teachers have 
flexibility in addressing the varied disciplines within this area of the 
curriculum. The five strands of the social studies are: Time, Continuity, and 
Change; People, Places, and Environments; Power, Authority, and Governance; 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption; and Social Sciences Processes and 
Skills. Each strand encompasses several specific content standards; each 
content standard gives grade level learning expectations and lists specific 
skills to be attained. The framework provides classroom scenarios for grade 
levels K-4, 5-8, and 9-12. (Contains a glossary.) (BT) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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Power. Authority, and Governance . "Understanding the historical development of structures of power, authority, 
and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential 
for developing civic competence. In exploring this theme, students confront questions such as: What is power? 
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Social studies is ’’...the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. Within 
the school program, social studies provides coordinated, systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as 
anthropology, archaeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and 
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families, communities, states, nations, and various peoples of the world— at once engages students in the lives, 
aspirations, accomplishments, and failures of real people, in all these aspects of their lives.. ..Real historical 
understanding requires students to think through cause-and-effect relationships, to reach sound historical 



interpretations, and to conduct historical inquiries and research leading to the knowledge on which informed 
decisions in contemporary life can be based. These thinking skills are the processes of active learning. Properly 
taught, history develops capacities for analysis and judgment. It reveals the ambiguity of choice, and it promotes 
wariness about quick, facile solutions which have so often brought human suffering in their wake. History fosters 
understanding of paradox and a readiness to distinguish between that which is beyond and that which is within 
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solve problems, and make predictions. 



The goal of education in civics and government is informed, responsible participation in political life by competent 
citizens committed to the fundamental values and principles of American constitutional democracy. Their effective 
and responsible participation requires the acquisition of a body of knowledge and of intellectual and participatory 
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Anthropology, sociology, and psychology often appear in the high school curriculum as social studies elective subjects. 
The National Commission on Social Studies in the Schools defines anthropology as the study of "...specific groups of 
people throughout time and space. Curious about how much human behavior is socially learned and how much is shaped 
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The National Center for History in the Schools at http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/ 
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Content standard 2 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the signif icance of physical and cultural characteristics of places and world 
regions. 
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Using pictures or sentences of examples of rights and responsibilities, students decide whether each picture or sentence is a right or 
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STRAND 1 : Time, CONTINUITY, AND CHANGE 
Content Standard 1 



Students will demonstrate an understanding of the chronology and concepts of history and identify and explain historical 
relationships. 
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After completing their study of the Revolution, the class discusses the cause and effect relationship between the conditions in the colonies 
and the independence movement. Out of this study comes the understanding that conditions created ideas that led to events that resulted in 



STRAND 2: PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 

Content Standard 1 
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and vegetation are related to landmass and landform location. 



STRAND 3: PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND CONSUMPTION 
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The same model can be used to compare a dictator to a particular U. S. President. Students can also compare a totalitarian regime to a 
democracy. 
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Example: If 5 people like to eat at McDonald's, 2 at Taco Bell, 6 at Kentucky Fried Chicken, then Line One will have the 5 students standing 
in a straight line, Line Two will have 2 and Line Three will have 6: 
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Students will demonstrate an understanding that people, cultures, and systems are connected and that commonalities diversities 
exist among them. 
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government, and rights of the people under a government. The exercise can be extended through a debate or some other forum for evaluating 
their viewpoints. 



Content standard 2 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of various systems of government, their commonalities and differences. 
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